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Gifts:  

 As we are still in the season of giving and reflecting on the greatest gift of all, 
Jesus, let us consider what a gift is and how we benefit. 

 Webster lists two definitions for gifts as: 1. a notable capacity or talent. 2. 
something transferred by one person to another without compensation. 

 There are at least 43 verses in the Bible regarding gifts and talents. 

Most well know are James 1:17: Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of heavenly lights. 

 1Corinthians 12: 4: Now there are diversities of gifts but the same spirit that 
gives them. 

 Romans 12:6-8: 6. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy. 7. Or ministry, let us wait on out 
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching. 8. Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: 
he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity, he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 
seweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Basically, this means we are all given gifts and talents and should use them as we 
are called. During the past year and half, WPC has functioned well because of all 
the talented and giving people in our congregation. They do it not for money or 
reward, but because of love and the desire to serve and glorify God. As someone on 
the Fellowship team pointed out, "I enjoy working with our committee. I feel we are 
planning events for our family, our church family. These events allow us the 
opportunity to connect with others socially and inexpensively. It is a great way to 
support each other and have fun." 
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These people belong to various teams working behind the scenes. They are: 
Christian Education, working to guide our children and elders toward serving 
Christ. Deacons, who use their talents to pray and care for our spiritual needs. 
Fellowship, who work for our enjoyment of social activities as we honor and 
glorify God. Finance, who see that our church follows a Christ centered path to 
continue our missions. Missions and Social Concerns, these dedicated people 
struggle with the many needs of the community both locally and globally. 
Property, hard workers who are dedicated to maintaining our beautiful building 
inside and out. Worship, these are the people who see to it that our worship 
services, regular and special, are both enjoyable and fulfilling in our praise to God.  

 There are lots of opportunities to enjoy and enhance our Church life and 
family.  Please reach out to any team member and ask how you can serve if you feel 
called. This is what Jesus wants us to do. Let your light shine! Do not hide it under 
a basket. 
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Women’s Circle of Fellowship and Faith 

discussions 

 

There was a delightful gathering of ladies that joined together 
to talk about Ruth and Naomi from the Bible this month.  We 
did not just talk about these amazing women, but about the 
struggles that we might have that reflect the struggles of our 
predecessors.  We spoke of our state of need and our way of 
reaching out to others.  We looked at the fact that sometimes 
an outsider might help us to focus on being there for those in 
need right in front of us.  We spoke of hunger, where our 
church attempts to ease food insecurities of others.  We 

asked if it’s easy to see those that are hungry, they do not wear a sign that says, “Feed 
ME!”  We need to be sensitive to the needs of others, the needs that are unspoken. 

Famine can be a kind of hunger that goes beyond our need of food, it reaches out to 
our emotional hunger.  The void of friends, hope, and fellowship, the hunger to being 
accepted.  We have looked at ourselves and how we can intentionally be better as we 
walk along our path with Jesus beside us.   

This gathering is a safe place, and the discussions and connections strengthen our 
sense of community with our faith-based sisters.   We joyously welcome all to the 
table.  Consider joining us on the third Wednesday of the month at 1 pm in Fellowship 
Hall.   

For any questions, contact Jan Taylor or Randy Kennard. 

 

Our next meeting is February 15 th at 1pm. 

Please come and join the discussion…. 
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Thank you to all the generous Presbyterians who donated shoes that are on their way to 

Honduras. Six boxes were stuffed with all sizes and styles. The shoes were loaded in a 

container and were shipped in January. Healthy Ninos Honduras will disseminate the shoes out 

to the mountain villagers where the need is great.  

  

Please know how much I appreciate the support!  

Together we can do so much!!!  

 

Rena Haigh 
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SAVE THE DATE: 

FEBRUARY 19, 2023 

 

The world-famous WPC "Sweets and Treats" is back! 

Please plan on staying after church service on Sunday February 
19th for our Mardi Gras themed celebration. 

Instead of "fat Tuesday" we will be doing "fat Sunday" with lots of 
delicious desserts.  

Please bring your favorite dessert to pass and the recipe if you 
would like to share. Beverages will be provided by the Fellowship 
Team. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

       

February 1 James Bush February 15 John Cook & Wilma Redman 

February 8 Frank Koeberle   

February 11 Patricia Dlugosh   

February 13 Frank Lawrence   

February 13 Daphne Hemmings   

February 14 Sylvia Lyon   

February 19 Gene Bassage   

February 21 Martha Beato   

February 24   Edie Chapman   

February 25  Janet Manktelow   

February 25  Pam Hughes   

February 26  Maxine Babcock   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please contact the office at 597-9171 so we 

can add it to our list next time!  
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The team minutes received for January include: 

WPC Christian Education Team 

Minutes January 3, 2023 

 

Building Faith, Family, and Fellowship. WPC nurtures spiritual growth, joyful fellowship, meaningful 

community, and global involvement: worshiping and serving God with energy, intelligence, 

imagination, and love. 

  

Present: Jody Pruitt, Emily Hunt, Cim McFarlane, Ellen Avery 

In Spirit:  

  

Upcoming Events:  

January 8- Epiphany service 

January 15- Valentine card production 

March 12- Easter card production 

May 20 - Pentecost service 

May 28- Last day of Sunday School 

July 23-26 Watson Conference  

July 31-August 4- 2023 VBS 

 

Continuing and New Business 

 

Sexual Harassment Training- all Sunday School teachers and employees must have this done 

one year from last time.  Ask Kathy in the office if you don’t have an exact date.  

 

Cim as Camp Whitman Board Member- Session gave Cim their blessing to serve on the Camp 

Whitman board. Cim’s first meeting is on Monday.  Their first order of business is to hire an 

assistant director.  

 

Sunday School Report- Sunday School is preparing for the upcoming Epiphany service. Children 

will arrive at 8:15 if involved in music or 8:30 to rehearse.  Children should wear all black with 

colorful shoes.   
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Eagle Scout Project- the green room project is a lot to undertake. Randy has offered to help 

Emily with sorting and organizing.  We discussed label ideas for the bins, and we would like 

bigger label options.   

 

Chimes- we discussed the possibility of having the children ring chimes again.  Jody will ask 

Patty Squire if she is interested in directing.  We discussed the possibility of having chimes at 

the 5/20 service.   

 

Second Grade Bibles- Rory and Thomas are second graders this year. This will take place at 

the Pentecost Service. Cim will order the Bibles.  

 

Senior Gifts- Emily M. and Erika are our seniors. Emily will check into a gift and get back to 

the team in February. Jody will make a blanket for Emily.  

 

Church Band- Cim and Lisa want to get the church band started again.  More information to 

come. This has been tabled.  Our teens are super busy. 

 

Adult Class- Jody ordered a book called 16 Bible Studies for Your Small Group by Ryan 

Lokkesmoe.  She can do all 16 studies or pick and choose.  Jody is thinking every other Sunday 

during the Sunday School hour.  Emily will check with Sue and Randy to see if there is already a 

Lent study planned, if not, this may be the right time.   

 

‘23 VBS- Cim would like to recycle the Everest curriculum.  While cleaning the green room 

supplies Emily will see what we have for Everest.  

 

Watson- Cim has not heard from Pastor Michelle in a while, Watson is still a go for summer of 

2023.  

 

CTNS Facebook Presence- Cim and Lisa continue to post on the CTNS Facebook page, mainly 

ideas to do with preschool age children.  They discussed bringing back the Easter Bunny 

Breakfast. Emily will reach out to Norm to see if Fellowship is interested in co-hosting with CE.  

 

Next meeting: February 7, 2023 at 7:00 pm   

  

Respectfully Submitted,   

Emily Hunt   
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Deacons Team Meeting Minutes 

January 3rd, 2023 

Present: Sandy McMenamin, Randy Kennard, Sylvia Lyon, Nancy Talma, Esther Hargrave & Patti Dlugosh 

In Support: Linda Pulcini, Sara Bush 

 

Meeting opening with lighting of the Christ Candle – Miracles made ordinary. 
 

1) Approval of last month’s minutes and annual report Motion made by Sandy M. and seconded by Sylvia L. 

1) Treasurer’s Report: Current balance – Sandy M.  $370.94 

a. Transactions purchase of stamps & angel gifts deduction of $131.35 

b. Donations from Christmas service and other sources $155.56   ($21.56+$25+$20+$89) 

2) Sharing Correspondence:   letter/cards –  3 communications … 

1) Volunteers to handle Communion on 1/14/2023  

a. Acquire elements juice & bread as well as loaf- Sandy 

b. prep for 48, 12 per tray  

c. Prep & clean-up time – Nancy, Patty, Randy, Sandy - (around reader responsibilities) 

2) Update of Prayer Concerns:  Adds, Removals and Status   

Group Prayer – Lord, hear our prayers 

Visit/Calls/Card Counts - circulate sheet 

 

Shut-in Care:   Status of visits and feedback regarding Holiday visits etc…  (concern re ice) 

Special Care mailings:   

Current Roster:  of 25 recipients 

Monthly Notes:   Bible verse    Luke 18:27 

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

Old Business: 

1) Reports of Prayer List contacts 

2)  Session Status –   Discussion regarding how the church functions without a moderator or pastor 

New Business:  

3) Annual Report- Need feedback due by EO month 

4) PNC communication – status?? – no current news 

5) Sad sendoff of Esther H.  It’s hard to accept her resignation.  She will be missed greatly. 

Thank you, Patty, so much for hosting the meeting in your new kitchen – what a delight to hold the meeting in such a 

beautiful setting!! 

Meeting closed with prayer 

Next meeting Tuesday 2/7/2023 @ 10 am  first Tuesday – see you then   

Respectfully - Randy Kennard, Chairperson 



 

13 

 FELLOWSHIP MINUTES 

January 9, 2023          7:00 PM 

 

Present: Sue Pringle, Ray Marr, Roxanne Dobson, Val & Terry Gendron, 
Norm Underwood 

Agenda: Put away decorations from Fellowship Hall and Christmas tree. 

 Pot Luck - 1/29. Signup sheet is on bulletin board. Norm will get 
announcement to Kathy to have in bulletin and on screen. Sue and Val will 
make brownies and Ray will do crème puffs, Norm will get creamer and 
juice. We will meet at 9:15 - 9:30 am to set up.  

 Sweets and Treats - 2/19. Announcement to be put in the Spire and 
bulletin to have everyone bring favorite desserts. Will be Mardi Gras 
theme decorations.  Meet at 9:30 am to set up and decorate. 

Next meeting 3/14 at 12:30 pm at West Wayne. Subject to change if need 
arises. 

Meeting adjourned 8:00 pm. 

Norm Underwood. 
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      Stated Meeting of Session 

January 10, 2023 

 

The stated meeting of the session of Western Presbyterian Church & Society, Palmyra, New York was called to order by 

the moderator, Reverend Susan Frost, in Fellowship Hall at 7:10PM. The meeting was opened with prayer. 

 

10 Present: Philip Opdycke, William Hassler, James McFarlane, Randy Kennard, Emily Hunt, Susan Leonard, Alicia Lynch, 

Norman Underwood, Janet Manktelow, Irene Fadden on phone 

0 excused 

0 Absent 

 

A quorum was present. 

 

Clerks Report 

 

 ● Motion made by William Hassler seconded and approved to give Alicia Lynch a voice at 

                  tonight’s meeting. 

 ● Motion made by William Hassler seconded and carried to approve the agenda. 

 ● Motion made by Randy Kennard seconded and carried to approve the session minutes from 

                  November 2022. 

 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

 

     2022  2022  YTD%0f 

                                                                         YTD                    Budget                 Budget 

Total Receipts           $163,905            $144,927                113.09% 

Total Expenditures                       $  79,974               $ 127,182                  62.88%     

Total receipts/Expenditures               $  83,931               $  17,745   

 

 ● Motion made by Norman Underwood seconded and carried to approve the financial   secretary’s report. 

 

Business of the Church 

The financial team presented the final 2023 budget. There were some questions on spending endowment money. There 

will be more talk later. It was recommended that we have the books audited. 

 

 ● Motion made by Norman Underwood seconded and carried to approve the 2023 budget. 

 

Presbytery sent a pledge form for our Per Capita and Mission pledges. Per Capita will be $4,400 

and Mission pledge will be $2535.00 for 2023. 

● Motion made by Norman Underwood seconded and carried to approve the requested 

   Presbytery pledges of $4,400 for per capita and $2535.00 for Mission.  

 

● Motion made by Randy Kennard seconded and carried to approve 1-year terms for: 

         Eric Chapman – treasurer 

         Janet Manktelow – clerk 

         Phil Opdycke- Presbytery delegate 
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● Motion made by Emily Hunt seconded and carried to approve serving communion once per  

    month plus Christmas Eve in 2023. 

 

 

Discuss Taylor Guerin wedding being held in Oct. 2023. We have questions on marriage counseling if they don’t have a 

pastor officiate. We will check to see what is in our wedding policy. We decided to require marriage counseling and a 

religious ceremony.  Sue Leonard will contact Taylor about all our requirements.  The list of requirements will be added 

to our wedding policy. 

 

We need teams to sign up for the cover article of The Spire.  

Feb- Norm 

March-Emily 

April-Sue 

 

Our moderator, Reverend Susan Frost, offered to continue being our moderator if we would like and with COM 

permission.  We would like her to continue being our moderator. 

 

Annual congregational Meeting will be held Jan. 29, 2023. 

Next session meeting will be Feb. 28th. 

 

 ● Motion made by Norman Underwood seconded and carried to adjourn with prayer at 8:20PM. 

 

 

Janet Manktelow 

Clerk 
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  Worship Meeting November 8, 2022 

 

 

Present: Sue, Sharon, Mary Beth, Carol, Joan, Alicia, Courtney  

 

Excused: Linda 

 

News from Pastor Val- needs to cancel for the foreseeable future.  

        We talked about possibly fill in options.  

 

 Next steps: probably can’t get anyone to fill in for the remaining days.  

 

Christmas: Advent readers will read last year’s reading. 

 

Thanksgiving Pie:  

Alicia: cream pie, coffee creamer and flavored 

Carol: pie and cream to whip 

Sharon:  ice cream and juice  

Joan: silverware, whipped cream in can 

MaryBeth: pie 

Sue: pie  

Courtney: Pie  

Courtney- plate  

 

Meet at 9:30 

 

Christmas Decorations: will talk with Gary to see when he’s available to get the trees and wreaths out.  

 

Christmas Poinsettias- Carol will handle the orders and ordering. 

 

Next meeting- Sue will email.  
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Lent Faith Paint 

Saturday, March 18
th

, 1-3PM  

in Fellowship Hall 
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Our Prayer Concerns (updated January 25, 2023) 

Grieving: 
Family & Friends of Terri Maslyn (requested by Sue Leonard) 

Family & Friends of David Banks (requested by Sandy McMenamin) 

Family & Friends of Cal Wickman (requested by Pastor Cynthia Huling-Hummel) 

Family & Friends of Tyler Brongo (requested by Randy Kennard) 
 

Serving in the Armed Forces: 
AJ Bliss, Adam Hill, Sarah Jagger, Joe Krebbeks, Josh Polle 
 

Others for whom prayers have been requested: 
All caregivers, All those affected by natural disasters, All those who have been affected by the Coronavirus, All those who have no 

one to pray for them, All victims of violence, hatred and hunger, Ellen Avery, Joanne Burley, Ed Cole, Barb Culver, Davila family, 

Ronald Desassure, Kathleen Dougherty, Nancy Elsenheimer, Irene Fadden, Ellie Giles, Gail Green, Damar Hamlin, Russell 

Harris, Letty Haynes, Joshua Hunt, Dave Jankowski, Jean Krest, Charlotte Lawrence, Frank Lawrence, Lynn Malboeuf, Cecelia 

Mata, Stacey Mayou, Karley Mott, Tracy Murphy, Dawn VerStraete Nieskes, Clem Olsen, Pastor Nominating Committee,  

Jonathan Santmyer, Courtney Sears, Smith Family, Sheila Wallerstein, Connie West 
 

Please pray for those who wish to remain anonymous as they, too, need our prayers. 
 

Others for whom we continue to pray: 
Lou Callerame, Tracy D’Arduini & Linda Pulcini, Joan Durfey, Ann Guest, Ian Guest, Janet Haigh, Bobby Haurand, Paula 

Hemmings, Christine Stachecki Johanessen, Cim McFarlane, Mike, Jessica Locey Otto, Wesley Pruitt, Wilma Redman, Kathy 

Rynders, David Squier, Marguerite Vizzini 
 

Congregation members in nursing homes or shut-in: 
Beverly Koeberle, Rochelle Morse, Bev Mouton, Dorothy Schlee 
 

Prayers of Intercession are offered each day by our Deacons.  

To request prayer for yourself or another, please contact Randy Kennard, chair of Deacons, Sandy McMenamin, or Kathy in the Church office. Please 

remember that all prayer requests are automatically removed from the list after one month unless the giver specifically requests continuation.  

 

 



 

23 

 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

   

    SUN.  MON.    TUES.    WED.  THURS.  FRI.  SAT.  
  

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
10 am Mission/Social 
Concerns  
 

2 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 
9 am Sunday School 
Rev. Gail Conners 
preaching 

6 
 

7 
10 am Deacons 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
7 pm Christian Ed. 

8 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
7 pm Boy Scouts FH 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 

12     
9 am Sunday School 
9 am FH Bible Study 
Camp & Retreat 
Sunday Service 
Super Bowl Sundaes 
 

13 
 
 

14 
SPIRE DEADLINE 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
7 pm Worship 
 

15 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
1 pm Women’s Circle 
Bible Study FH 
6:30 pm Property 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19     
Communion & 
Cereal Sunday 
No Sunday School 
The Rev. Dr. Nancy 
J. Farrell preaching 
Mardi Gras Sweets 
& Treats 

20 
President’s Day 
Office Closed 

21 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
 

22 
Ash Wednesday 
7 pm Service  
Rev. Dr. Nancy J. 
Farrell preaching 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 

25   
  
  

26    
1st Sunday in Lent 
9 am Sunday School 
9 am FH Bible Study 
Rev. Gail Conners 
preaching 
 

27 
 
 

28 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
7 pm Session 
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MARCH 2023 
 

  SUN.   MON.         TUES.         WED.  THURS.   FRI.  SAT.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
10 am Mission/Social 
Concerns 
  
 

2 
 

3 
World Day of 
Prayer 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
9 am Sunday School 
Rev. Dr. Nancy J. 
Farrell preaching 

6 
 
 

7 
10 am Deacons 
7 pm Christian Ed. 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
 

8 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
7 pm Boy Scouts FH 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12    Daylight 
savings time begins 
Communion & 
Cereal Sunday 
9 am Sunday School 
9 am FH Bible Study 
Pastor Val Fowler 
preaching 

13 
 
 

14 
SPIRE DEADLINE 
12:30 pm Fellowship 
West Wayne Plaza 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
7 pm Worship 

15 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
1 pm Women’s Circle 
Bible Study FH 
6:30 pm Property 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
1-3 pm FH Lent 
Faith Paint 
 
 

19 
4th Sunday in Lent 
9 am Sunday School 
Deacon’s worship 
service 

20 
 
 
 

21 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
 
 
 

22 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 
 

26 
5th Sunday in Lent 
9 am Sunday School 
9 am FH Bible Study 
Pastor Val Fowler 
preaching 

27 
 
 

28 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Muscle Room 
7 pm Session 
 
 

29 
Weekend Wellness 
Delivery 
 
 

30 
 
 

31  




