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Part (1) Brief History of WPC
“Beginning”
Our church was organized in 1793 at the home of David Foster in East Palmyra. In 1811, land to the west of this
church (on the old cemetery hill) was donated by General John Swift (Palmyra’s founder) for a meeting house.
This meeting house was for everyone not just for Presbyterians. (Sketch of the meeting house is in the parlor.)
The cornerstone for this church was laid in 1832 and was dedicated in 1834. It was called Western Presbyterian
Church because it began in East Palmyra.
“Narthex”
*Pictures of all the past Pastors.
*Marble tablets honor our longest running pastor, Rev. Horace Eaton, and his wife Anna Webster Eaton.
*(A little-known fact) In 1892, a member was asked to sit in the Narthex to ensure children didn’t head up to
the gallery during church services.
“Pews”
*In 1838 a poll tax of $1.00 was levied to male members, according to their abilities, both financial and
physical to raise money for pews. They eventually realized this was unsatisfactory and unsuccessful. It was
decided pews could be purchased and become personal real estate.
*In 1868 after the Civil War, the pews were reversed. They had previously faced south.
*In 1891 – The present system of free pews was enacted.
“Sanctuary”
* In 1868, during the remodeling, when the pews were reversed, the decorative covering on the windows was
replaced with “Mississippi-Seeded” glass that you see now.
*A gallery at the north end was removed and the choir loft was added.
*The gallery and pulpit in the south end were removed and pulpit was placed in the north end where it is today.
*Rev. Horace Eaton, WPC’s longest running pastor (1848 – 1879), was an ardent abolitionist. There is some
folklore that he helped many runaway slaves, hiding them in the belfry.
*Over 1,000 people came to Rev. Eaton’s retirement. A dinner was held, the women of the church feeding them
in shifts.
*In 1900, gas lights were replaced by electric lights.
Thank you
Bill Hassler
Chairman, Finance Team
Part (2) brief history of the building and organ will be in another Spire at a later date TBD.

News from the Mission Team
As always, the generosity of the congregation
was shown in bringing school supplies for the
children of our local schools in a project in
conjunction with the Salvation Army, Cross
Creek Church, and other civic organizations.

30 children were fed lunch each Monday through Thursday this summer with
lunches brought to the library by members of the congregation and other
members of the community. The ARC made the lunches, and the lunches were
transported to the Palmyra Library where they were handed out to any child up to
age 18. 30 lunches for 24 days of the program makes 720 children were fed this
summer. Thank you to all the lunch transporters.
At the worship service let by the Mission Team on July 31st, Rena made a point of
how privileged we are. The closing of Breen’s has made it difficult for families
without transportation. If you have an idea of how we, the community of Palmyra,
can solve this problem please let us know. The Mission Team has been
investigating different possibilities and nothing we have investigated will work.
We are looking for ways we can serve the community who are without
transportation.
We all know there was a fire at the Palmyra laundromat. Edie brought it to the
Mission Team that this is a need of the community. We do not know how to solve
the problem, but we recognize there is a problem and maybe you have an idea.

Edie also brought the Food and Research & Action Center (frac.org) to the
attention of the Mission Team. We hope it is a way to make us, as a congregation
concerned about hunger in our community, more active in making connections
with our legislators to let them know that hunger in America can and should be
ended. Below is information about what FRAC.org is doing to end hunger in
America.
Home - Food Research & Action Center (frac.org) You can click on this
website link to learn first-hand how FRAC is working to end hunger in America.

Working to End Hunger in America
FRAC improves the nutrition, health, and well-being of people struggling against povertyrelated hunger in the United States through advocacy, partnerships, and by advancing bold
and equitable policy solutions.

White House Conference on Hunger,
Nutrition, and Health
This September’s White House Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health presents an
important opportunity to make ending hunger a national priority. FRAC stands ready to work
with the administration, Congress, and a wide array of diverse stakeholders to eradicate
hunger and food insecurity. We strongly urge a comprehensive approach that will include
various federal, state, local, and Tribal policymakers, members of the antihunger, health, and
private sector, and people with lived expertise of hunger.
FRAC urges the White House to include the following strategies as part of its comprehensive,
national strategy to end hunger by 2030:
o

Strengthen the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) o Bolster

the Child Nutrition Programs o Address the Root Causes of Hunger and Poverty o
Ensure Policies and Programs Reduce Disparities in Hunger o Address Food
Insecurity in Native American Communities o Adopt Innovative Approaches to
Value Creation
o

Increase Collaboration to Expand Federal Nutrition Programs Participation
View FRAC’s Recommendations

As a Hunger Action Congregation, the Mission Team will suggest letters that you
could write to elected officials. This is an example of a letter that you might receive
via email, and you may make whatever changes you think are appropriate and then
send it on to elected officials. You may choose to send your letter in an envelope
via snail mail or send them via email.
NY Governor Kathy Hochul
State Capital Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul:
I am concerned about the high number of children in Palmyra, NY who are food insecure.
I am concerned about the high number of children in Wayne County, NY who are food
insecure.
I am concerned about the high number of children in New York State who are food insecure.
Therefore, I am asking that you use your considerable political prowess to ensure that New
York takes action to establish and fund a permanent, statewide Healthy School Meals for All
NY Kids program which will give every student access to a healthy breakfast and lunch each
day.
We must help keep our students nourished as a means of increasing their ability to
concentrate and learn. They are our future.
Respectfully,

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

September 5
September 8
September 13
September 18
September 20
September 21
September 23
September 28

Bron Lawrence
Elaine Hassler
Morgan Budziszewski
Alicia Lynch
Patricia Pinkney
Esther Hargrave
Oliver Koeberle
David Koeberle

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

September 3
September 5
September 6
September 21

David & Sheila Koeberle
Ray & Martha Beato
James & Susan Bush
Wes & Janet Barager

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please contact the office at 597-9171 so we
can add it to our list next time!

The team minutes received for August include:
WPC Christian Education Team
Minutes August 2, 2022
Email Correspondence
Building Faith, Family, and Fellowship. WPC nurtures spiritual growth, joyful fellowship, meaningful community,
and global involvement: worshiping and serving God with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.

Present: Emily Hunt, Jody Pruitt, Cim McFarlane, Ellen Avery
Excused:
Absent:
Upcoming Events:
August 7 Post-VBS service
September 24 and 25- Sunday School children and their families will help with water bottle
sales at Canal Town Days
October 2- First day of Sunday School
October 15- Possible Joint CE-Fellowship Bible Trivia Night (nothing on PM calendar) how does
this work for you?
November 20- Christmas card production
January 15- Valentine card production
March 12- Easter card production
January 8- Epiphany service
May 28 (pending prom conflicts)- Pentecost service
May 28- Last day of Sunday School
August 7-11- 2023 VBS
Continuing and New Business
We discussed 2022-2023 calendars (tentative calendar above)
Eagle Scout Project- green room organization
Post VBS Update- All participants loved Weird Animals VBS. We learned about axolotls, sea
dragons, star nosed moles, tenryks, and frilled lizards. As a new event this year, children rang
the church bells at 9:00 each morning to signify the start of worship. Each day had a worship
service where we sang songs, heard our daily Bible point, met our daily Bible buddy, we had an
arts and crafts center, a Bible story center, a games center, and enjoyed a yummy snack. We
had about 10 teen volunteers each day. Daily Participation was around 30 students. Everyone
(volunteers, participants, and families) enjoyed Kona Ice on Tuesday. On Friday we had pizza
lunch (thank you to Mr. Arthurton for providing pizza) and interacted with Mr. Opdyke’s
bearded dragon lizard (thank you to Mr. Opdyke for bringing in the animal interaction).
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Post All Roads Lead to Watson UpdateOur Watson Youth Conference was well attended. 5 Presbytery Of Geneva youth and 5
Presbytery of Geneva adults. Our keynote, Rev. Jimmie Hawkins, led morning worship and guest
preachers led evening worship. Youth had small group exercises 2x daily. During free time
Youth had a choice of Faith paint, hiking, Rec room, basket weaving and/or showering/napping.
Watson was the perfect venue, and their meals were outstanding. Thursday 8/18 is an
unpacking meeting for all the leaders to discuss what worked & what needs some tweaking.
Many youth asked for the retreat to be a yearly conference.

Next meeting: September 6, 2022 at 7:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Emily Hunt
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Stated Meeting of Session
June 29, 2022
The stated meeting of the session of Western Presbyterian Church & Society, Palmyra, New York, was called to order by
the moderator Reverend Carol Wilson at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall. The meeting was opened with lighting of the Christ
Candle and prayer. We also read Psalm 66: Verse 5A.
8 Present: Janet Manktelow, Philip Opdycke, William Hassler, Emily Hunt, Randy Kennard, Norman Underwood, James
McFarlane, Irene Fadden
1 Excused: Susan Leonard
0 Absent
Clerks Report
Motion made by Randy Kennard seconded and carried to approve the agenda.
Motion made by Irene Fadden seconded and carried to approve the minutes of the May
session meeting.
Financial Secretary’s Report
Current
2022
Month
YTD
Receipts
Expenditures
Net Receipts/Expenditures

$ 6,544
$ 6,764
$ (220)

$78,685
$34,215
$44,470

2022
Budget

YTD% of
Budget

$144,927
$127,182
$ 17,745

54.29%
26.90%

Business of the Church
We decided to change the weekly bulletin. We will go back to putting the schedule of weekly events in the bulletin
instead of the pastor bio for who is preaching that week. We have had many of our pulpit supply pastors several times
so are already familiar with their bio. If we have a new pastor preach, we will put that bio in that Sunday.
Phil Opdycke shared a devotion with us.
Ministry Team Reports
Worship Ministry Team – Sunday pulpit supply is filled for several months. Elijah Mallach, one of our organists, will be
done on July 31st when he will start preparing for college.
Deacons Ministry Team – Written report
CE Ministry Team - preparing for VBS, they are looking for animals that can come in for the children to see.
Mission Ministry Team – Cross Creek Church has asked the team to help raise money for the Good Neighbor Fund. The
team will do the worship service on July 31st.
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Fellowship Ministry Team – church picnic will be on Sept 11th
Finance Ministry Team – Met with the rep from Howe & Rusling, our investment firm. They are doing an excellent job
for us. We are only down 6.6%. Need to send a thank you to Val and Bill to say thanks for all they do for the church.
CTNS- hiring a new teacher who will be approved at the next meeting of session.
Presbytery – no meeting
Our next meeting will be August 23rd. We will take the month of July off.
Devotions – Randy
Motion made by James McFarlane seconded and carried to adjourn with prayer at
7:50PM.
Janet Manktelow
Clerk
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Special Meeting of the Congregation
July 10, 2022
A special meeting of the congregation of Western Presbyterian Church & Society was called to order at 11:13AM by the
moderator, Reverend Val Fowler, immediately following the morning worship service in the sanctuary.
A quorum was present.
Pastor Val Fowler spoke on how thrilled he was to be moderating a congregational meeting. He felt he wouldn’t have
the chance to do this again after he retired. He also spoke on the importance of the job done by the Deacons Ministry
Team.
Motion made by Randy Kennard, seconded by Phil Opdycke to elect Pat Dlugosh to
serve on the Deacons Ministry Team. Motion passed.
Motion made by Philip Opdycke, seconded by Sandra McMenamin to adjourn with
prayer at 11:17AM. Motion passed.

Janet Manktelow
Clerk of Session
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Our Prayer Concerns (updated August 24, 2022)
Grieving:
Family & Friends of Larry Snyder (requested by Jan & Dave Taylor)
Family & Friends of Jack Martin (requested by Randy Kennard’s coustin)
Family & Friends of Barbara Ann Meagher (requested by Joan Durfey’s sister)
Family & Friends of Scott J. Barnes (requested by Courtney Marr)
Family & Friends of Patricia Pope (requested by Joan Wiedrick)
Serving in the Armed Forces:
AJ Bliss, Adam Hill, Sarah Jagger, Joe Krebbeks, Josh Polle
Others for whom prayers have been requested:
All caregivers, All those who have been affected by the Coronavirus, All those who have no one to pray for them,
All victims of violence, hatred and hunger, Janet Barager, Lou Callerame, Ed Cole, Joseph Daddazio, Ronald
Desassure, Rev. Nancy J. Farrell, Paula Hemmings, Dave Jankowski, Gerald Kuhn, Will Loan, Tom Lynch,
Mike, Miller Family, Phyllis Olsen, Kathy Rynders, Dave Taylor, Jan Taylor, Steve Verzulli, Sheilah Wallerstein,
Connie West, Lisa Whitehead, Yates/Wagner families
Please pray for those who wish to remain anonymous as they, too, need our prayers.
Others for whom we continue to pray:
Tracy D’Arduini & Linda Pulcini, Joan Durfey, Evelyn Elsenheimer, Ann Guest, Ian Guest, Janet Haigh, Bobby
Haurand, Christine Stachecki Johanessen, Charlotte Lawrence, Jessica Locey, Iris McConnell, Cim McFarlane,
Wesley Pruitt, Wilma Redman, Pastor Ricardo, David Squier, Marguerite Vizzini
Congregation members in nursing homes or shut-in:
Beverly Koeberle, Rochelle Morse, Bev Mouton
Prayers of Intercession are offered each day by our Deacons.
To request prayer for yourself or another, please contact Randy Kennard, chair of Deacons, Sandy McMenamin, or Kathy in the Church office. Please
remember that all prayer requests are automatically removed from the list after one month unless the giver specifically requests continuation.
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SEPTEMBER 2022
SUN.

MON.

TUES.

WED.

4

5

6

7

13th Sunday after
Pentecost
John Gingerich
preaching

Labor Day
Office Closed

7 pm Christian Ed.
7 pm Scouts Muscle
Room

10 am Mission/Social
Concerns
7 pm Boy Scouts FH

11

12

13

14

Communion Sunday
Pastor Val Fowler
preaching

25
Canal Town Days
Water Fundraiser
Pastor Val Fowler
preaching

8

9

10

15

16

17

9 am to 6 pm Set Up
& Wedding
Rehearsal

2 pm Wedding
Cheyenne Lane &
Alec Matz

23

24

7 pm Worship
7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

19

20

21

1 pm Finance

6:30 pm Property

22

Canal Town Days
Water Fundraiser

7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

26

27

28

SAT.
3

10 am Deacons

15th Sunday after
Pentecost
Rev. Steven Becker
preaching

FRI.
2

SPIRE DEADLINE

Church Picnic

18

THURS.
1

29

30

7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

7 pm Session
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OCTOBER 2022
SUN.

MON.

TUES.

WED.

THURS.

FRI.

SAT.
1

2

3

4

5

World Communion
Sunday
First day of Sunday
School

7 pm Fellowship

10 am Deacons
7 pm Christian Ed.
7 pm Scouts Muscle
Room

10 am Mission/Social
Concerns

9

10

11

12

18th Sunday after
Pentecost
9 am Sunday School
Pastor Val Fowler
preaching

Columbus Day
Office Closed

7 pm Worship
7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

7 pm Boy Scouts FH

16

17

18

19

SPIRE DEADLINE
7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

6:30 pm Property

25

26

Western Horizons
Sunday
9 am Sunday School
Pastor Carol Wilson
preaching

23

24

20th Sunday after
Pentecost
9 am Sunday School
Rev. Gail Conners
preaching

30

6

7

8
11 am Rev. John
Berge’s Memorial
Service

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

7 pm Boy Scouts
Muscle Room

7 pm Session

31

21st Sunday after
Pentecost
9 am Sunday School
Pastor Val Fowler
preaching
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